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Born in Fargo, North Dakota, Jerry Harwin migrated west and
attended USC, but he could not afford to stay because of the Great
Depression, and he entered his family’s jewelry business. He came
to Santa Barbara in 1944 and opened Harwin’s Jewelry, a local

institution for 63 years.

He became friends with fellow businessman Caesar Uyesaka. The
two of them were major benefactors of Santa Barbara sports. In
an interview around his 96th birthday, Harwin recalled, “Caesar
took me to a Santa Barbara State College basketball game at the
National Guard armory in 1945. We started the Gaucho Hoop

Club. Basketball is my favorite sport. Caesar loved baseball.”
[The two of them ran the Dodgers minor-league franchise in

Santa Barbara from 1964-67.]

Harwin and Uyesaka were co-founders of the Santa Barbara
Athletic Round Table in 1968. The organization started its
Monday luncheons in 1970, featuring high school and college
basketball coaches from December to March. As much as he
loved the sport, Harwin would jab a coach with a fork if he spoke
too long at the podium. Harwin faithfully attended UCSB men’s
and women’s basketball games with his son Joel. He did not just
sit there, even when he was approaching 100. Gaucho
cheerleaders awarded pizzas to the fans who were most animated
during a time-out at each game. Jerry would rise up and wave his
arms. “In the last three or four years, dad has won 23 pizzas,” Joel

Harwin said.

Jerry Harwin celebrated after his 100th birthday on October 22,
2011. His health began to fail the following January, and he was
unable to attend any more games. He died July 1, 2012.



