Santa Barbara Court of Champions

Class of 2018 Inductees

FIVE NEW BASKETBALL MEMBERS INDUCTED FOR 2018

THE SANTA BARBARA BASKETBALL COURT OF CHAMPIONS ANNOUNCE FIVE NEW INDUCTEE'S INTO THE
CLASS OF 2018.

RON ANDERSON, A 6'7 FORWARD WHO PLAYED HIS FIRST TWO COLLEGE SEASONS AT SANTA BARBARA
CITY COLLEGE IS ONE OF THE NEWEST MEMBERS.

ANDERSON CONTINUED HIS PLAYING CAREER AT FRESNO STATE, HELPING LEAD HIS BULLDOG SQUAD TO
THE NIT FINALS AND FOLLOWED THAT BY CARVING OUT A 10 YEAR CAREER IN THE NBA. HE ALSO
STARRED IN THE FRENCH PROFESSIONAL "A" LEAGUE UNTIL RETIRING IN 2010 AT THE AGE OF 52.

TOM BYRON WAS THE HEAD BASKETBALL COACH AND ATHLETIC DIRECTOR AT WESTMONT COLLEGE. HIS
LIFE AND CAREER WAS SHORTENED WHEN HE WAS STRICKENED WITH TERMINAL CANCER DURING THE
1971-72 SEASON. THE DAY AFTER HE DIED, AT THE AGE OF 43, HIS WARRIOR SQUAD DEDICATED THE GAME
TO HIM AND PROCEEDED TO UPSET 14TH RANKED UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII, A DIVISION ONE PROGRAM. THE
TOM BYRON CLASSIC TOURNAMENT IS HELD ANNUALLY TO HONOR HIS DEDICATED LIFE AND CAREER.

MORT HILL PLAYED HIS COLLEGIATE BALL FOR THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA SANTA BARBARA
GAUCHO'S. HE WAS THE FIRST GAUCHO TO PLAY IN THE NBA, HANDLING GUARD DUTIES FOR THE
SYRACUSE NATIONALS IN 1946-47. DURING HIS 4 YEARS AT UCSB, 1939-43, HE HELPED LEAD HIS TEAM TO
THE 32 TEAM NAIA NATIONAL TOURNAMENT, ADVANCING TO THE SEMI-FINALS.

SHIRLEY ZION OTTO HAS BEEN A RESIDENT OF SANTA BARBARA SINCE 1964. SHE WAS FRANCHISE OWNER
OF THE SANTA BARBARA ISLANDERS FOR THE 1989-90 SEASON. THE CONTINENTAL BASKETBALL
ASSOCIATION TEAM BROKE MANY TEAM RECORDS THAT STILL STAND TODAY. THE CBA EXISTED FOR OVER
70 YEARS. THE ISLANDERS WON A RECORD 37 GAMES DURING IT'S INITIAL EXPANSION CAMPAIGN; MOST
POINTS PER GAME; 123.7, MOST TOTAL POINTS: 8671 AND SENT 10 ROSTER PLAYERS UP TO NBA ROSTERS.
SHIRLEY HAS ALSO SUPPORTED BASKETBALL PROGRAMS AT ALL LEVELS IN THE COMMUNITY.

DOUG REX WAS A SUPERIOR POST PLAYER FOR THE UCSB GAUCHO'S FROM 1968 TO 1972. HE WAS TEAM
CAPTAIN AND MVP EACH OF HIS FOUR YEARS, WHILE ALSO BEING SELECTED FIRST TEAM EACH OF HIS
FINAL THREE YEARS IN THE PACIFIC COAST ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION. THE ALEMANY HIGH SCHOOL
PRODUCT STILL RANKS AS AN ALL-TIME GAUCHO TOP TEN LEADER IN BOTH OFFENSIVE AND DEFENSIVE
CATEGORIES. HE WAS DRAFTED BY THE HOUSTON ROCKETS IN 1972 BUT CHOSE TO SERVE AS ASSISTANT
COACH FOR THE GAUCHO'S FOR SEVERAL YEARS.
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