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Cori Close was namedheadwomen’s basketball coach at  
UCLA on April 21, 2011. She is currently 72-60 (.545) overall 
having just completed her fourth season at the helm of the  
Bruins’ program in 2014-15.

Close guided the Bruins to their first WNIT Championship in 
school history in UCLA’s first-ever appearance in the postseason 
tournament with a 62-60 win over West Virginia in Charleston, 
W.Va., on April 4, 2015. It marked the Bruins’ first postseason 
title of any kind since winning the Pac-10 Tournament in 2006.

This is the first head coaching assignment for Close, who has 
worked as associate head coach or assistant on teams that have 
advanced to the NCAA Tournament in 16 seasons, won at least 
20 games in 16 of the previous 18 seasons and won or shared a 
total of 11 conference.

Close, who served on the Bruin coaching staff in 1994 and 1995, 
returns to Westwood after spending seven seasons as associate 
head coach at Florida State University. Considered one of the 
top offensive minds in the game, Close helped guide the  
Seminoles into a nationally-recognized program in her time. 
FSU ranked among the nation’s top 30 teams in scoring, field 
goal percentage and three-point field goal percentage her last 
two seasons.

Florida State advanced to the NCAA Tournament in each of 
coachClose’s seasons in Tallahassee andwon at least 20 games in 
all but one. Point guard play and offensive efficiency were strong 
points under Close’s direction. FSU shot at least .418 from the 
field in each of the last seven seasons and hit over 37% of its 
three-point attempts the last two seasons, including a  
school-record 212 made three-point shots in 2010.

In addition to her on-court tasks, Close was also instrumental 
in recruiting (she coached four first-team All-ACC Freshman 
team selections and five players selected in the WNBA draft 
while at FSU) while also working with the school’s marketing 
department in their efforts to promote the program.

In 2010-11, Florida State posted a 24-8 record, finished third in 
the Atlantic Coast Conference with an 11-3 mark, was ranked 
No. 20 in the final ESPN/USA Today poll and advanced to the 
second round of the NCAA Tournament after matching the 
program’s best tournament seed ever at No. 3. The 2010 FSU 
squad captured a share of the ACC regular season champion-
ship, set a school record with 29 wins and advanced to the Elite 
8 of the NCAA Tournament for the first time in school history. 
Jacinta Monroe was selected in the first round of the WNBA 
draft, No. 6 overall, the highest of any FSU player.
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The 2009 Seminole squad also won a share of the conference 
regular season crown and earned the highest seed into the 
NCAA Tournament in school history, at the time, at No. 3. The 
2008 FSU team earned its highest regular season ranking ever 
in the polls to that point in time, at No. 18. In 2007, Florida State 
advanced to the Sweet 16 for the first time in school history and 
earned its highest ranking to that point, at No. 19, in the  
season’s final national poll. In Close’s initial season in Tallahas-
see, FSU posted its first 20-win campaign in 14 seasons.

As UCSB’s player development coordinator, Close’s work led 
to such achievements as a 98 percent graduation rate, seven 
WNBA players, 15 professional players overseas, 12 Big West 
Conference MVPs, nine district All-Americans and one sec-
ond-team All-American. Close was responsible for all offensive 
tactics, offensive instruction and game-time decisions which 
helped result in eight NCAA appearances, including three sec-
ond round games and a trip to the Sweet 16, one NIT consola-
tion championship and 10 Big West Conference regular season 
or tournament championships. The Gauchos landed three top- 
10 ranked recruiting classes during her tenure.

Close was also instrumental in fostering support and increas-
ing revenue streams for the UCSB basketball program. She 
developed and implemented a comprehensivemarketing plan, 
designed fundraising initiatives, coordinated speaking, com-
munity service and radio/television appearances and created a 
Fastbreakers booster program. Her efforts were rewarded in the 
women’s hoops program becoming the largest revenue producer 
in the department of athletics.

Close began her collegiate coaching career at UCLA while serv-
ing in the role of the restricted earnings coach on the first staff 
of then-new head coach Kathy Olivier in the 1994 and 1995 sea-
sons. She earned her Master’s Degree in educational administra-
tion during her time at the University.

As a player, Close was a four-year starting point guard at UC 
Santa Barbara and captained the 1992 and 1993 teams which 
each advanced to the second round of the NCAA Tournament. 
A native of Milpitas, CA, she was a 1993 first-team all-Big West 
selection and the MVP of the 1993 Conference Tournament. 
Close was the first player in school history to record more than 
1,000 points and 500 assists for a career and ranked among the 
top 10 in seven Gaucho statistical categories. She averaged a 
school-record 8.3 assists per game in 1993 which was among the 
top 10 marks in the nation that season. On April 30, 2005, Close 
was inducted into the UC Santa Barbara Athletics Hall of Fame.


