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Lowell Steward (February 25, 1919 – December 17, 2014) was born 
in Los Angeles and was a member of the Tuskegee Airmen who 
flew missions during World War II. For his service, he received 
the Distinguished Flying Cross and other medals. As a  
member of the Tuskegee Airmen, he received the Congressional 
Gold Medal in 2007.

After receiving segregated training at the Tuskegee Army Air 
Field, he was sent to Italy in 1944 with the 100th Fighter  
Squadron. From Capodichino Air Base in Naples, Italy he flew 
a number of missions in Bell P-39 Airacobras and Curtiss P-40 
Warhawks. He was subsequently based in Ramitelli Airfield 
where he flew many more missions in North American P-51 
Mustangs. In total, he flew 143 missions.

Steward was a childhood friend of Jackie Robinson. He attended 
Jefferson High School. In 1937, he entered Santa Barbara State 
College where he would become the first black captain of the 
Gauchos team. In 1941,[9] he led the Gauchos to the semifinals of 
the 1941 NAIA Men’s Division I Basketball Tournament but was 
not allowed to play because he was black.
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After his military discharge in 1946, he returned to Los Angeles 
with his wife to buy a house but they were not able to secure a 
mortgage because they were black. Because of this, he went to real 
estate school and obtained a real estate license. In the 1950s he 
helped to integrate parts of Los Angeles by facilitating home sales.

Lowell played for the UCSB Gaucho’s from 1939-42. He stood 5’11 
and played center on the basketball team.

He led the team in scoring and rebounding his last 2 years. He 
was captain of the team in 41-42. He also competed

in Track and Field and was Conference Champion in the High 
Jump (6’4) and the Long Jump (23’).

In 1941, the Gaucho basketball team qualified for the 32 team 
NAIB Tournament in Kansas City. Lowell was barred fromplay-
ing in the tournament due to segregation. San Diego State won 
the tournament, a team that UCSB had beaten just a month prior 
(with Lowell playing). Lowell was rejected trying to sign up for 
the Army, for WWII duty, so after he graduated from UCSB in 
1942, he enlisted with the Tuskegee Airmen, serving 46 missions 
over Europe. He earned the Distinguished Flying Cross for his 
service efforts.

On December 14, 2014, he came down with a cold that led to 
pneumonia. He died on December 17 in Community Memorial 
Hospital of natural causes at the age of 95. His wife Helen died 10 
years earlier in 2004 after 60 years of marriage. Lowell is survived 
by his son Lowell Jr. (aka. Rick) and his daughter Pam.


